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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3.0 pm, and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colunial Secretary: Balance
sheet and proht and loss account of the
State ferries, together with Auditor Gen-
erals report thereon for the year ended
A0th June, 1915.

PURLIC WORKS, AUTHORISATION
BY PARLIAMENT.

The 'RESIDENT: I have received the
followinyg letter from the privale secre-
tarr o His Excelleney the Governor:—

I have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt of vour lelter of the 19th
inst, forwarding copy of resolution
passed by the Legislative Cowncil al
iheir =itting on Tuesday last.

PAPERS—POWER HOUSE, EAST
PERTH.

Debate resmned from the 19th Oectober
an motion by Hon. H. P. Colebhatch—
“That the remaining files and contracts
relating 1o the erection of the Electric
Power Station at ¥ast Perth, now lying
on the Tahle of the House, be returned
to the Commissioner of Railways.”

Hon. J. F. ALLEN (West) [35]: In
supporting the resolution moved by the
Hon. H. P. Colebatch, T think it iz un-
necessary for me to say that this House
is fully justified in insisting that these
papers should be laid on the Table of the
Hounse, We were assured by the Col-
onial Seeretary in his speech on the pro-
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position that ihe whole of the informa-
tion whiech Mr., Colebatch had elicited
from the files lad been placed before
wembers of the Chamber from time to-
thine in the reports of 1he Commissioner
of Railways. 1If this was the case why
was strennpns opposition shown by the
Government te the members of this
('hamber and also to the members of an-
othier place when these papers were asked
for? We have been told that on the 22nd
July of last year, Hon. Frank Wilson
in another place moved for these papers
to be laid on the Table of the House,
This was opposed by the Government and
veloed by the House in that place. When
the resolution in question was moved in
this Chamber for these papers to lie on
the Table of the Hounse the same opposi-
tion was manifested by the Government
to these papers being made available to
the members of the House. Tt seems
strange indeed, if the whole information
whielt was available on the filles had al-
ready heen placed hefore members of the
House, that this opposition should have
been manifested against the evident de-
sire on the part of members to see these
papers. The reason given by the Colonial
Secretary on that oceasion that these files
were almost daily renuired by the Com-
missioner of Railwavs was obviated by
vour snggestion, Sir, that these papers
eould be returned to the Commissioner of
Railways if required from time to
time duriag (he period in whieh theyv

were available to members of the
House. In the ecireumstances, if that
was the only objection which conld

be raised to the production of these
papers, I consider that we are fully
justified in believing that there must
have been other reasons for the suppres-
sion of the papers than that the infor-
mation bad already appeared in the re-
ports of the Commisioner of Railways,
One matter in connection with the files
which struck me was this, that the Col-
onial Seeretary stated in reply to Mr.
Colebateh that tenders for machinery,
buildings, ete., had been ealled for in
the Old Country, although no particulars
as to this fact appeared in any of the files
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which were brought forward for the per-
usal of members of this Chamber; that
the whole business in connection with the
matter had been iransacted with the de-
partment of the Agent Ueneral, and that
consequently the Premier, in replying to
a question in suother place. was able to
make & staternent there which, however,
was not horne out by the papers on the
files., It this be 0 | contend that the
whole of the files relating to the power
house have not bheen laid on the Table of
this Chamber. I cannot for a moment
coneeive that papers relating io such an
unportanl matter as the ealling for ten-
ders in London ror machinery and huild-
ings for the power house should nol have
been duplicated and copies sent to the
(lovernment of the State for tbeir guid-
suee from thme to time. Tf such a siate
of affairs does exist, that papers of such
importance are bheing retained in the
Agent General’s oftice in London and ihat
no copies of these are available for per-
uzal by the Government here, it is about
time the Giovernment saw that this unsat-
isfactory position of affairs was reme-

died and the papers produced here. On
the other bLand if 18 stranme that,
if these papers were in existence
on  the files of some department

here when the rvesolution was moved,
all the papers relating (o the power
house should nol have heen laid on
the Table of the House. and made
available to members, su that they ecould
see wWhal was heing done in regard to
such an important question as calling for
tenders for a bhig expenditure of Ihis
description, and that evervthing was done
decently and in order W accordance with
precedent and the law. On another ques-
iion which was recently before this Touse
I moved for a select commitiee to be ap-
pointed to investigate a eertain Bill which
was then hefore us. When T moved ihis
motion T was blamed by a number of
members for having shown a certain
amount of pavochial interest rather
than a general interest in the affairs
of the State. Tn moving that motion T
xave eertain reasons whieh T believe jus-
tified me in voting in opposition 1o the
measure and coupled with these the rea-
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sons | gave in opposifion to another
measure, My action on that occasion has
been tully justified by the very able re-
sumé which Mr. Colebaieh has given mem-
bers upon the counfents of the files laid
upon Lhe Table of the House. 1 think
the thanks of tle House ave due to Mr.
Colebateh tor the amount of work and
time that he has put into his perusal of
these liles in order that he might give us
the very camprehbensive idea of their von-
tenis which he has afforded to ns.  The
facts  which  Mre.  Colebatelr  =tressed
on that oeeasion have justificd my wetion
in movine for the appointment of that
seleet connmittee. I venlure o say that
members of this {'hamber, when they
voted against the appointment of that
committee, did suwething which was not
in the best interests of the State and
something whieh I hope they will not live
to regret having done, With regard to
the engineers, Messrs, Merz & McLellan,
we have been told by the leader of the
Housce that these gentlemen were men of
repute and high standing in the profes-
sion and with o world-wide reputation.
The files, however, disclose nothing of the
sort. They do not show anything at all
concerning the standing of Messes. Merz
& MeLellan. What we find there is that
Mr. Merz happened to be in Australia
prosecuting eertain business of hiz nwn,
and that he was seized upon by the Gov-
ernment to give them the report
which bos led up to the present muddle
at East Perth. I am convinced from the
information which is in our possession
to-day that these people were nat the best
advisers that the Government conld bave
obfained in the circomstances, and that
there were men in Australia at the time
—-and there are {o-day—-controlling large
concerns of this nature and with varted
and valnable experience of Australia,
who would have been better able to ad-
vise the Government than Messrs, Merz
& MecLellan. I am satisfied that there are
many men in Australia who, with their
knowledge of local affairs and loeal eon-
ditions, would have heen in a far better
position fo have advised the Government,
and that the employment of their ser-
vices would have saved this country pos-
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sibly an enormous expense at the present
time, and a good deal of difficulty and
expense in the years which lie before us.
We find from ibhe file that the first re-
commendation of Messrs. Merz & MeLel-
lan to the Covernment in regard fo this
very much vexed question of periodieity
was for a system on the 50 cycle period-
icity, & system which I said should have
been adopted by the Government from
the begioning and which their report
shows that they also agreed should have
heen the system adopted for suchk a work
in thiz State. We find, so far as I
can gather, that after the presenta-
tion of ilhe report and this recom-
mendalion for the 50 eyele system certain
representations were made by the Pre-
mier when he was in London in connec-
tion with the adoption of an alternative
of the 40 cvcle periodicity., It appears
that the question of railway electrifica-
tion was raised at the time, and as this
future contingency was taken into con-
sideration by Messrs. Merz & McLellan
they decided, instead of recommending
the 50 eycle, which was too high a period-
icity for this purpose, to split the differ-
ence and suggested the adoption of the
40 eyele periodicity, The 40 cycle period-
icity, however, is now obsolete in elec-
trieal work, There is a large number of
big enterprises, I will admit, which use
the 40 cycle periodicity and there is a
very large one in this State, but none of
the systems are of modern date. This
is an old system and in the great
majority of cases it is the result of
a combination of existing systems of dif-
ferent periodicities when it was necessary
to strike a happy medium so as to eouple
these up at the least possible expense
with the concerns existing at the time.
We in Perth were not faced with that
difficulty. We were starting off scratch,
so to speak, with a system which left the
field. entirely open to Messrs. Merz & Me-
Lellan to recommend any periodicity
which they thought best in the in-
terests of Perth and its environments.
They firsi recommended the 50 eycle
periodicity. which should have been ad-
opted by the Government, and have been
adopted in all the existing systems, and
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whicl would not bave interfered with any-
expense whieh the Government might
have desired to make in regard to the:
eleetritieaiion of railways at some future
date. This question of railway electrifica-
tion we find is also referred to as a re-
mote contingency, and as stated in a-
minate it will probably e many years.
hefore it eventuates in this State. There-
fore, to have altered the cycle periodicity
from 50 to 40 for the purpose of meeting-
this eontingency in the far future, Merz.
& MeLellan ghowed they were not as com--
petent to advise the Government as they-
might have been. Any engineer who un--
derstands electricity will know that it was
not necessary at that time for the Gov-
ernment to have adopted one periodicity
for the whole of their requirements, Al-
most every eleciric power house where-
they supply current has different types
of machinery working in the same room,
so that if it is necessary in the future to-
Iower the periodicity, that can be done,
and if Merz and McLellan had followed
the traditions of the profession they
would have taken the course adopted by
otber engineers and would have recom-
mended the Government to adhere to the
30 eycle to supply all requirements for
many yvears to come, and then when the
electrification of the railways came shout
the change conld have been made in lhe
same engine room controlled by the same
staft and drawing the power from the
same source, That is the eourse that should
have been followed, and any electrical
engineer of standing in the world would
have recommended that. Messrs. Merz
and McLellan recommended a system
which, to my mind, is obsolete, and when
they did that they did something which
shows that in placing anlimited confidence
in that firm the Government did not know
the class of engineers with whom they
were dealing, a firm of engineers who
certainly were not competent to give that
advice which the Government exzpected
to receive and for which a large sum of
monev was paid. One point which is
rather inferesting in this conneetion is
the surprise of the Commissioner of
Railways and the Chief lechanica! En-
zineer when they discovered that the.40
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cycle system had been adopted by ihe
Government. When the Chief Mechanical
Eupgineer found that out he asked the
Government to urgently cable to Luwudon
and see if the 40 cycle system conld not
be altered and the 50 excle adhered o,
and he poinfed ont thal the whale of the
motors in the Midland Junection work-
shops were set for 30 cyvcle periodirity,
and an alferation to the 40 cvele would
dislocate them all, 1t took some time be-
fore the matler could be adjusted io suit
the Chief Mechanical Engineer. 1 will
not say that he was satisfied because I du
not think he is satisfied to-day, The al-
teration there has heen effected by means
of increasing the size of the driving pul-
leys of the motors which means a re-
duction in the number of revolutions.

Tt the mwotors at Midland Junetion
‘ean be utilised by the transference
from the 50 to the 40 cycle we

can congratulate ocurselves on the faet
that in the past we had engineers who
were far sighted enough to anticipate the
growth of the workshops’ business and
thus provide a margin of safety to en-
able them to make 2 c¢hange. But for
that, the change could never have been
effected withont the dislocation of the
whole of the motors. Engineers are in the
habit of allowing this margin of security.
No engineer, however, uses material or
instals machinery which is expected to
work up to its full eapacily or to carry
the load that it is capable of bearing, At
the Aidland Junetion workshops the en-
gineer bad something in mind when he
provided for a margin of safety. In re-
gard to the change of periodicity we have
an estimate of the cost of the alteration
of motors. I am referring now to the
Fremantle Harbour Trust. The Trust
have a number of electric eranes and
motors of various descriptions, and the
Government electrician, Mr. Taylor, gave
au estimate at a conference which I at-
lended, that the alteration of these motors
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust necessi-
tated bv the change from 1he 50 eycle
to the 40 cy¢le would be £5,000, Ii means
now that £5,000 will have to be expended
on the alteration of ibese molors so as fo
adapt them io the altered periodicity. The
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use of the 40 cycle motors for all time and
the material in conection with them will
cost wmore to those who nse thet current
than if the 30-evcle system bad been ad-
hered to. Anything which is in universal
use can be supplicd more economically
ithan that which is not. The 30-eycie
motors are catered for by a greater num-
ber of manufacturers, and the conse-
(uence is that it is possible fo obtain ar-
ticles reguired for them at a lower rate
than is the ease in regard to the others.
One of the members of this Chamber did
uot seem to understand that Perth up to
the present time has not been supplied
by the alternating cuwrrent. In Lhe city
tiere is the direct ewrrent system, amd
consequently the mofors in Pertl would
have had to be aliered whatever periodi-
city inight bave been adopted. The
motors would have had to be renewed and
consequently this argumeni of mine does
not apply to the city, but only to the en-
vironments where Lhe aliernating system
15 in existence. In regard to the build-
ing, 1 cannoi understand why a chance
was nol given to local people to ereet it.
Oue would imagine that the Government
would have erected a siructure on a
stmilar seale to that in London when they
found il necessary to go to Londen to
get the contractors to put up the building.
We have buildings here which are far
more complicated than the REast Pertlh
strueture, and local people have been able
to ereet such buildings successfully, econ-
omiecally, and expeditiously. I veniure to
believe that if the Government had called
for tenders in Western Australia for the
erection of the East Perth power house,
the building would have been constructed
cheaper than is the case to-day, and in-
stead of the work taking such a long time
it would have been completed long since.
In taking the work out of the State the
Government have increased the cost and
added to it the time required for erection.
Moreover, a great act of injustice has
been done by the Government 1o the peo-
ple of ihe State in no! calling tenders
locally for the work. I am of opinion
tkat every opporiunity should be given
on all occasions to people in the Siate fo
tender for works of this daseription. Why
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should we send money out of the Siale
when we know (hat it is possible to carry
oul work within our own borders.  This
practice should be followed by all Gov-
ernments and if any Government should
ltave adhered (o it the present (Fovern-
ment shoull certainly have done so. Even
in regard to the sclection of the sile of
the power house a =ertous blumder was
made, and Merz nnd Melellan showed
again that they were not the advisers
whieh the Govermuent thought and de-
sired Parliament to believe they were.
Merz and McLellan did not know that the
Swan was a tidal river, No  engineer
would  select a site for a power honse
without thoroughly undevstanding the
local surtoundings and withont making a
personal inspection, .\ full knowledye
of the whole of the ecirenmstances is re-
quired, and to make a report without
laving this information, an engineer
would not be 1 to be regarded as a man
of any standing in the profession. Re-
garding the eost of the plant the Gov-
ernment have been ill-advised by Mers
and McLellan, and notwithslanding the
explanations given hy the Colonial Sec-
retary, 1 still waintain that this firm have
displayed a zcreat lack of knowledge or
care in the production of their estimate,
probably a lack of Lknowledue, which
should have heen posgsessed by them as
engineers, 'The increase in the cost of the
plant by practicaliv 100 per cent. has in
no way heen explained by the Colonial
Reeretary’s statement that it was due to
the alteration from 9,000 te 10,000 kilo-
watts. In that increase T find that there
wis an inerease in the cost of machinery
of something like 10 per cent. The manu-
facturer of machinery in all cases en-
ables 1he purchaser o put down large
plants  proportionately cheaper  than
smaller plants and fhe increase in cost on
Ihis aecount is something like 10 per cent.
The inerease for the extensions would
prabably represent another 10 of 15 per
vent., so if we allow 23 per cent, increase
for the sub-stations and so on, it is ample,
But when we find an increase of praectie-
ally 100 per cent. in the eost of the erec-
iion of these buildings and the plant in-
side, it shows that Merz and MclLellan's
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estimate was very wide of the mark in-
deed, and in my opinion they had net th.
necessary ¢ualifications and knowledge io
enable them to advise the Govermwent
suceessfully,  Fven in regard to the cost
of produetion of current afier the plany
is erected, they have shown a lack of
knowledge which has led them amd the
Governuent inlo ervor, The first estimate
they gave was that (he eurrent cowld be
procaced at Jdd, per unmit.  Later on it
was increased 1o 8270, and this afrer
the capucity of the plant had leen in-
creased.  The increase in the capacity ol
an vleetrie plant Yor (he generation of
power should reduce the rost of prodie-
ing the current.  ‘The larger the plant, the
more eronamically the curvent can be pro-
duced, and his is the reason why the
Government undertook to establish this
power house, But this hus noi held gourl
in the ease of Merz & Melellan. These
contractors, with one plant, can produce
carrent at .24d. per unif, but with «
plant 33 per eenf. bigger they estimare
that it will cost .827d. per unit. Appar-
ently, therefore, Merz & MeLellan are
ineapable of advising the Governmeni as
to the cost of generating the eurrent. and
cansequently eannot even give them a
basis for negoliating for the supply of
current to other bodies. At the confer-
ence 1o which [ have veferved, the elec-
{rical engineer whe aldvises (he Govern-
ment in (his State, Mr, Taylor, gave us
an estimale of the cost of generating cur-
rent at the East Perth power honse, nnt
of 827d. bhut of 1.2304d. per unit, or
nearly 1140, When we have sueh a mulii-
lude of estimates and such a multitnde of
connsels, | am not sarprised thal the Gov-
ernment have got thems=elves into a mud-
dle and do not know lhow lo gel ot of
it.  The {files de¢ not disclose that Merz
& MecLellan have any status in the elee-
trical world. Whatever the Government
may have heard of “them is not diseloseld
in the files;, There is no doeamentary
proof that they were eapable or qualified
to advise the Covernment on this nues-
tion, and as a result they have led the
Government asteray. They have recom-
mended a wrong periodicity, (hey have
nnder-estimated the cost of the plant, they
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have under-estimated the cost of generat-
ing the current, and they have made a
serious error in recommending the site
for the buildings. Consequently, on the
four vital points on which these engineers
should have been in a posilion to advise
the Government, they have [ed them
astray. and their report, in my opinion.
1~ hardly worth the paper it is writien on.
mueh less the money the Government paid
them for it. Merz & MeLellan might he
consulling electricians, but their report
does not diselove it,  En Australia we have
great concerns of this deseription con-
trolled by men of wide Australian ex-
perience, and what I said in relation to
the erection of (he buildings, applies also
to this, that if we require advice and we
have men in Australia capable of giv-
ing thal advice, ihe proper thing is to
engage them and thus support thore who
are amongst us and assisting  us, and
avail ourseives of their local knowledge.
It the Government had done this, the re-
sult might bave been very different. In
conclusion, T would point out that in con-
iracls entered into by the Government,
for instance, the econtract to supply the
city couuneil of Perth at 75d., we know
this can he done without any aciual loss
to the Governmment on the generating
costs. The Colonial Secretary gave .33d.
as the aetual cost of generating the unit,
but T think he was rather under the mark.
Ntill, we are satisfied Lhat the Governmenl
can supply to other bodies at fhis low
tizure without any actnal loss on the
generaling charges of the power louse.
But when a concern like this iz cstab-
iished by the Government of the State on
hehalf and at the expense of the tax-
payers of the Siate, the whole of the
charges should be loaded on to the unit
in all contracts entered into with any sec-
lion of ihe taxpayers, and evervone who
purehases should pay his share of all the
charges. 1f current is supplied for less
than that, it is lantamount to the Govern-
ment taxing one section of the community
unjustly and unnecessarily.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) [3.36]: The
hon. Mr. Allen stressed the point that
the capacity of the power house is being
increased by 334 ner cent. at an in-
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creased eost of 100 per cent. on the orig-
inal eslimate, 1t is owing to this, so the
leader of Lhe House told us, that addi-
tional eost has been incurred in connec-
tion with the installation. The files cer-
tainly disclose the fact that av additional
33} per cent. planl has been provided for,
and also that a 100 per cent. increase on
the original estimate will have to be paid.
But why this additional inslalment at
all?  Why should the power ot 9,000
kilowatis, whieh in ifself would generate
sufficient eurrent for many years lo come,
have been increased to 12,000 kilowatts?

Hou. H. 1. Colebatch: The Premier
was advised to increase it.

Hou. R. J. LYXN: Buf why? The
Goverbment have not the consumers for
the current which the 9,000 kilowatt
plant can generate. The Government
¢an have been advised to increase il only
in order that some loophole might be
provided to get away from the original
estimate of the cost. In stressing this
point, I desire to say that the Govern-
ment are particularly anxious to get con-
sumers for this power. They have gone
to the extent of entering inlo many
agreements which, before the passing of
a Bill within the last few weecks, they
had not the power to do. They have
even entered into uegotintions with pri-
vate firms for the saupply of electricify,
and although the Government have no
power to enter into negotiations to sup-
ply current where electric works are es-
tablished, they are negofiating with large
eonsumers of current in order to get their
business. If a 9,000 kilowatt plant would
have been sufficient for many years to
comne, why the necessity for installing a
plant of 83} per eent. greater capacity?
If a power house was under construetion
for a private company, they would put
in a generating plant to meet require-
ments for the present; and perhaps for
five or ten years hence, but the Govern-.
ment have put in a plant to meet, not
only the requirements of to-day, but
thogse of 50 years hence, and unless they
can prevail upen adjoining local hodies
to assist them fo consume the current, it
is questionable whether the concern wil?
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pay during the life of the plant. 1 am
sorry these files were not laid on the
Table before a certain. measure was
passed through this Chamber. The Gov-
ernment gof in the 1hin edge of the
wedge in connection with the installation.
Then, by the passage of a certain mea-
sure, they attempted to force or coerce
other munieipalities into their scheme,
and little by little they have suceeeded in
this direction, and the very people for
whom this power house was originally
installed will be the people who will be
bardest hit in the days to come, namely,
the Perth City Council. There is an
anomaly that enrrent is being generated
at a given point within a radius of a
five-mile centre, and the Perth City
Council are unable to snpply it at less
than 3%d. per upit. Yet the Govera-
ment, according to the files, can transmit
that current outside that five miles radius
and enter into agreements to supply ad-
joining municipalities and private indi-
viduals at 1%4d. per unit. What effect
wilt this have on the Perth City Couneil?
The Perth City Council said, “We are
willing to serap our plant, We admit we
ghall have to earry standing charges fo
the extent of £400,000 on that plant, but
we are willing to enter into this agree-
ment with the Government in order that
reciprocity acceptable to both parties
might be brought about.” Then the Gov-
ernment tarned round and said, “Youn
have assisted us in this direction, but if
we can prevent the establishment of in.
dustries within a five miles radius and
can supply consumers outside that radins
at 114d. per unit and enter into competi-
tion with you, you cannot supply at that
price”” I venture to say some hon. mem-
bers who supported that moeasure will
have cause to regret the fact that the
files were not on the Table before that
measnre was passed, in order that they
might have had an opportunity to under-
stand the exact position. The files also
disclose that these engineers are being
paid 5 per cent. eommission on the in-
stallation of the power house. Here we
have Messrs. Merz & MeLellan receiving
‘a cheque for £2,000 as commission on the

L ICQUNGLE Ly

building of the power house on the banks
of the river at East Perth.

Hon, H. P. Colebateh: Commissicn on
the foundations.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: Yes, on the foun-
dations, Burely it would have been more
profitable to secure a site better suited
for the power house than Lo expend
£40,000 on the foundations of the build-
ing. T consider that hoth the building
and the foundations should have been
something outside the scope of Messrs.
Aerz & McLellan.  Survely the depart-
mental officers could have constructed
some sort of a covering lo put the ma-
chinery under withoul having to pay a
commission of £2,000 on the foundations
alone. The files, so far as I can ascer-
tain, do net disclose any reason why the
additional power should be required.
That circumstance nol being disclosed, it
is, as I have said, extremely diffienlt to
understand why the plant should have to
be capitalised so heavily when the trade
was not there for the power when gen-
erated, Another point disclosed by the
file is that the Government before author-
ity was given them, either directly or
through the Commissioner of Railways
entered into negotiations with a firm at
North Fremantle, lhe Mt. Lyell Super-
phosphate Works, using every possible
means in crder to induce the firm to take
the Government supply. Further, much to
my surprise, although an agreement for
the supply of power exists to-day be-
tween two loecal governing bodies, we
find the Government negotiating with the
Cottesloe municipality in order to take
business away from the Fremantle tram-
way trust. The undercurrent of those
negofiations, so far as the Government
are concerned, is that the agreement be-
tween the two municipalities is not legal.
Some little flaw has been discovered in
an agreement which undoubted)y is mor-
ally binding, The flaw is that the Cot-
tesloe municipality is not an adjoining
municipality within the meaning of the
Act, by reason of the fact that the
North Fremantle municipality inter-
venes hetween Fremantle and Cottesloe.

After Fremantle has pioneered the: dis-
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iriet for spme years, the Guyvernmens$: en<
deavour to igke advantare of a technieal
flaw in order to destroy an agreement ex-
tending over a long term. The Govern-
ment have practieally invited the Cottes-
loe municipalily to break their agreement
with Fremantle. Why is that being
done? It is being done, as I pointed out
on the second reading of a ceriain mea-
sure, because the Governmenl are driven
{o this position, that they must seenre
some reasonable load, since otherwise
their standing charges will be so high as
to involve heavy loss in counection with
fhe supply of eleetricity to the Perth
City Coungil and other purchasers from
the Government. 1 do nof know that it
is any use flogging a dead horse. So far
as I am concerned, the maller is dead.
But it will be resurrected, and hefore
very long, mueh to Ihe regret of many
who supported a certain mensure.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW (Melropolitan-
Suburban) {3.50]: 1 alse rise to point
out that the main argunent of the Col-
onial Secretary parlicok rather of the
nature of a paradex. [ lhink it might
e stated in this way: it is true that the
Governmen! are making a loss on each
unit of eleetricity which they are selling
to the Perth City Couneil, but they in-
iend to sell so many uniis ihat in the end
they will make a profitc. T think it would
require the courage of n (feorge Bernard
Shaw to namtain (hat paradox. Another
argument of the Colonial Necretary is
that the cost of material has increased
by 33 per cent. befween the time of the
framing of the estimates and the letling
of the contract. Any child almost might
have known that Lhat was hound to lLap-
pen as soon as the Wesiern Australian
Covernment went on the market; not he-
cause of the magnitude of their order,
but hecause of ihe mere fart that the
Western Australian (jovernment were
roing on the market. That fact in ifself
naturallv increased the price of material.
I fancy {here is a phrase nzed by the man
in the street, “They saw yon coming.”
" Some four months ago I had my frst
expericnce and my first lesson as to the
meaning of buying a pup. Tt was a real
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pup I bought. It was an Australian
terrier, or was said so to be. As that
pup grew ap, various people who saw
it have been very undecided as {0 whether
it is a rabbit, a rat, or a hare, Some
people maintain that they have seen the
same kind of animal at the zoo. How-
ever, a lady of critical mind made what I
believe fo be a correct diagnosis, because
when she saw it—and she owns ils
eousin—she said, “Fhat is not an Aus-
tralian ferrier; that is a mistake.” And
that is the kind of pup the Government
usually buy. Tt always turns out to he
a mistake, 1 listened with great interest
to the argument of the Colonial Secre-
tury, and he reminded me of ihose unfor=
tunate Russian generals who are always
having to fight rearguard actions in order
to cover the retreat of auother poriion
of the army. As the hon. gentleman pro-
ceeded, T thought of another simile, re-
lating to something which has Deen
evolved during this war. When a battle
ship is disabled, destroyers and light
cruisers eome to its aid by emiiling
volumes of smoke., I congratulate the
Colonial Secretary on his efforts.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCII (Kast—in
reply) [3.54]: After lhe remarks of
previous speakers [ hardly like to say
much in reply, but there are one or twa
facts to which T desire to direct the at-
tention of the House. Hon. niewmbers
will recolleet that in reviewing these files
I drew attention to three cardinal points
—first, the cost of construnction; second,
the cost of generating the unii of elec-
iricity ; and third, the date of completion
of the plant. Those were the three mat-
ters of importanee. Now the Colunial
Seecretary, for reasons best known to
those who furnished him with the mat-
erial for his reply, has entirely disre-
garded the two latter and the two more
important features of the argument, and
has eonfined himself enfirely to the first;
and that not with a view of showing that
anything 1 had said was wrong, but
rather to reprove me for having said
something that people ought to hava
known long ago. I am not very good
at guessing, but I do know that within
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a few hours of the time at whiech I made
my speech the files were back in the
bands of the people best competent io
eompile a reply for the Colonial Secre-
tary. Those people had four or five days
in whicl lo compile that reply, and they
have not dooe il. I say I am not good
at guessing, but I have thought that the
Colonial BSeerefary and the Ministerial
head whom he consulted over the matter
must have thought they wounld bluff their
way out of it as best they conld. Now
to refer for a moment to the only point
to which the Colonial Secretary bas ad-
dressed himself, that of the cosi of eon-
struction. The hon. gentleman said (hat
in November, 1913, the Premier informed
Parliament of this greai inerease in the
eost of construetion; and the Colonial
Seeretary read some quotations from the
speech made by the Premier on the occa-
sion referred to. Let me now read one
brief quotation which the Colonial Secre-
tary did not make. The Premier said—

In the first place it was estimated
that to build a station which would pro-
vide the current necessary for the pwr-
pose of the trams alone would cost us
approximately £150,000. On the other
band, for the Perth City Council fo
erect a station which would provide the
current they would require, hased on
a period of five years from the date
we took over the trams, and not for
future extensions within the metro-
politan area, would cost the city eoun-
cil about £130,000, wmaking in all
£280,000 for the two planis operating
in the same area, supplying current in
the one instance for trams, and in the
other for electric light. TUnder the
circumstaneces, it would he easily seen
from the point of view of the capital
expenditure in the first instance, we
could, by entering into an agreement
sueh as is now bhefore the House, save
from £40.000 to €50,000, and produce
exactly the same enrrent.

Tn the speech whieh the Colonial See-
retary tells us should have revealed to
the publie the fact that the Power Honse
was going to cost something like
£400,000. the Premier says that had the
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Qovernment built two power houses they
would have cost £150,000 and £130,000
respectively, making a total of £280,000,
but that by doing what the Government
proposed there would be a saving of
£40,000 or  £50,000. So that in the
speech referred to the Premier indi-
cated that the capital cost was going to
be only about £230,000. We are told
that Messrs, Merz & MecLellan repre-
sent the bhest electrical talent in the
world, T do not know what authority
the Colonial Secretary has for making
that statement. I have not been able
to trace the record of Messrs. Merz &
McLellan. T have not heen able to dis-
cover anything that wounld justify tle
Colonial Seeretary in making that state-
ment. In reply to my contention that
local experts should have been consulted
in the matter, the Colonial Secretary
tells ns that it would have been folly,
having engaged the hest electrical talent
in the world, to refer their report to
local experts. As a matter of fact when
these gentlemen made their report it had
to be referred to somebody. Mr. Merz
camé¢ over from Melbourne and spent
eight or ten days in this State, and then
made his rveport. His report was refer-
red to somebody. I( had to be referred
to somebody, Somebody had to say
whether the Government should go
ahead on that report or not. My argun-
ment is that the report of Mr. Merz
ought to have heen referred to some-
bodv. There was the Commissioner of
Railways, and the Chief Electrical En-
gineer of the BState, and the Enginer-
in-Chief. Those three gentlemen could
have had a look at the report and said
whether they thought that in the best
interests of the State we should go right
ahead. But no. The Premier, acting
on the same system as has been adopted
hy another member of the Ministry, took
the view that he was the captain hold-
ing a pilot’s exemption certificate; and
he deeided that Mr. Merz’s report was
all right and told him to go straight
ahead without referving te any of the
electricians or engineers with local
knowledge. T say that when the Colo-
nial Secretary states that, having the
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advice of Mr. Merz, it would have been
ridienlous to consult loeal experts, he
casis an underserved sl vpon the en-
gineering and electrieal talent now at
the dispusal of the Goveroment of this
State. 1 say that even were Messrs,
Merz & McLellan the best electricians
and engineers in the world, the men with
loeal knowledge should still have been
consnlted.  We have Mr, Merz eoming
to Perth auml spending eight or nine
davs here and ihen making a report.
He eould not possibly have acquired
local knowledge in that time. The rea-
sons given for the selection of the site
are that the site being located in a
swamp—where the foundations would
cost an enormous amount of Juoney—
there would be an abundani supply of

fresh water and conveniences for tak-
ing eoat supplies up by rviver, Those
are the only two reasons given hy Mr.

Merz far the selection of that sife. If
fresh water is to he obtained hy horing,
then T take it there are many places
in the metropolitan area more conveni-
ently situated at which the site could
liave heen established withont incur-
ring an expenditure of £40,000 for foun-
dations. But apparently that was not
the iden, and it is for that reason we
find Mr. Merz plaintively pleading that
he had not known that the Swan River
was g tidal river, Apparently e
thought that he wus going te obtain
a sapply of fresh water from the river
itself. 8o far as conveying coal to the
power house is concerned, T do not know
much about that matter, but I venture
to doubt if one ton of eoal would be
tuken fo the power house by means of
the Swan nrver, Tf the coal is ta  be
brourhi from Collie, as I understand is
the intention—many members are far
mare competent than am 1 to express
an opinion on this question—I doubt
very much if it ean be brought from
Caollie to Bunbury by rail, thence to Fre-
mantle by water, and sent. up the river
to this site, at a lower cost than it ean
he brought direct from Collie by rail.
Whai a mistake was here made through
not applying to people of loecal know-
fedgee | Awrain, direetly Merz & McLel-
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tan gave iheir estimates amd called for
contracts there was a rise of 30 per
cent. in prices, although only a month
had elapsed. Can we believe it? T fear
I eannot,  And T wanl o emphasise the
point that when Merz & Melellan for-
warded their recommendations for the
aeceptance of tenders, they made no re-
ferenee whatever to the question of any
advance in price. So much so was this
the case that the Commissioner of Hail-
ways recommended the aceeptance of
those tenders in the full helief that they
were within the original estimates, and
it was not until months afterwards,
when Merz & Melellan  recommended
the aceeptance of another tender for
a condenser, that the Comunissioner of
Railways and his offieers woke up to the
fact that the estimates were being ex-
ceeded. s it reasonable to believe that
there was this rise of 30 per cent. in
the price and that Merz & MclLellan re-
commended the acceptance of tenders,
without making even an casual referenee
1o this advance in price? They made no
reference at all to it until they were
bombarded with requests fromm  the
Railway Departmeni and from the ov-
ernment as to what the thing was ulti-
mately going to east. Then we are told
the cost was high because only a few
firms could supply the arlicles which it
was decided were required, 1f we are
roing to confine the supply of certain
arlieles to a very few firms we must jus-
tify our aetion in doing so, Ef by res-
iricting  ourselves 1o the sceuring of
certain articles wlich only a few firms
cat supply, we get what we want cheaply,
well and zood: but if, as in this case, we
are putted for an coormous exeess over
the estimated cost, aned get finally 8 con-
rern that will not produce the eurrent
at a pavalle rate, does it nsor =how that
we have heen badly advised by those peo-
ple who resiricted us to one or two firms
instead of allowing us to go to the open
market for what we vequired! 1 was
glad to see that the Colonial Secrefary
had the decenev to smile when he ook me
and other members to task for not hav-
ing condemned the agreement between the
Giovernment and  the cify couneil when
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it was before us. I would ask the Col-
onial Secretary to discard the novnsense
in which he indniged when speaking to
the motion, and to apply to the guestion
his own sound ecommeon sense for a mo-
ment, The agreement submitted to us
was that the Government should supply
the ecity council with electricity at cost
price, not fo exceed .75d., and we were
told the estimated ecost was 54d. Why
should I, or any other member, object
to an agreement like that? On the face
of it the agreement was a perfectly good
one. The Government said, “We are go-
ing to make electricity at V4d. per unit
and to sell it to the city council at cost,
becanse they are going to serap their own

plant”” It was a perfectly reasonable
agreement, But the Government knew

then that they conld not produce the
current at the price. They did not tell us
0. In the Assembly an hon, member,
Mr, Wisdom, not quite satisfied with the
position, made this statement—
The current could not be produced
at 34d. per unit.
That was the statement the hon, membor
made when the agreement was kefore lhe
Assembly. And what treaiment did he
receive from the Premier, who knew than
ihat it could not be produced at that price
ard that the estimates of Merz & McLel-
lant were all at sea? The Premier said-—
[ am not prepared to accept your
adviee. 1 think you are foolish to
waste vour lime here if you can give
hetter advice than Merz & McLellan.
Me=z & MeLellan said the earrent could
be produced at .54d. but Mr. Wisdom
said it eculd not he produced at .75d.
Mr, Wisdom was right and Merz & Me-

Lellan were wrong. And on the following .

page of Ifansard the Premier s reporfed
to have said—

Were he not perfectly satisfied in re-
gard to the expert advice received and
paid Tor at a high figure, he might have
wendered whether the hon, member was
not the leading elecirical expert in the
warld,

The Premier fold Parliament he was per-
fectly saiisfied with the adviee received
and paid for at a hizh fgure, and at the
same f{ime he concealed from Parliament
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the fact that this estimate had gone all
awry. Instead of the agreement entered
into with the city couneil being a safe
agreement, it was one on which the Gov-
ernment were hound to lose money, he-
canse even at that time it was well known
to the advisers of the Government that
the current could not be produced at less
than 1.8d, Let this was not communi-
cated to Parliament. There is one other
matter to which I would refer. Dr, Saw
seized on one fealure of the paradox,
and ) hope that in future it will be em-
bodied in all schoalbooks in tlns State.
This is the propoesition which the Colonial
Secretary put up lo ns: Having manu-
factured an article at a eost of 1d. and
seld it again at a cost of d., one can
put oneself qnite right by buying it back
again at 1%d. Tt is true it is going lo
cost over 1d. to produce it and the Gov-
ernment are going to sell it to the city
couneil at 34d., and they are going to put
this right by buving it haek at 1%.d. Fiu-
ally, 1 do not agree willi the statement
that Merz & AMeLellan were (he best elee-
trical engineers in the world. I do not
agree that the Government were entitle:d
to accept their report wilhont first re-
ferring it to the hest local talent avail-
able; and 1 know, as the Government
know and all the couniry will soon dis-
cover, that the result of what they have
done has heen lo saddle the community
with an impossible proposition.  Given
advisers efficient, of high integrity and
wilh loeal knowledge, it should have heen
an easy matter for the Government to
have installed an electrical plant which
would have prodnced eurrent al 14d. per
unit, and heen a fine asset to the State.
Mr, Lyon made refercnce fo contracts
heing entered into at the present time
by private people. T did not refer io
them on the files, hecause 1 did not see
that any good wounld come of it. But the
files clearly disclose, among other things,
that certain private people have made
contracts with the Government, the Gov-
ernment to supply ithem with eurrent st
less than cost. The Government ecould
not have got the patronage of those pen-
rle unless they supplied at less than cost.
Other large eonsumers have broken off
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negotiations with the Governmeni and de-
cided to provide for themselves, because
the Government could not go on snp-
plying at less than cost. Had the Gov-
ernment received what they were entitled
to receive it they had appoinied engin-
.eers of high integrity and local know-
Jedge, ihey could have produced electricity
at 14d. per unit and defied private com-
petition. They have not got that. They
have got a plant which prohibits them
from supplying at a moderate economiecal
rate and they have got it because in
one or another, I will nol say which, of
these three features of high efMieiency,
high infegrity and sound loeal knowledge,
the engineers whout they employed were
not fully competent.
Question put and passed,

BILI—GENERAL LOAN AXD IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT AMEXND-
MENT.

TReceived from the Assembly and read

:a first time.

SELECT COMMITTEE, RETIRE-
MEXT OF C. F, GALE.
To adopt report.

Dehate resumed from the previous day
-on molion hy Xon. J. J. Holmes, “That
the report of the commitice be adopted.”

Hon. J. CORNELL (Sonth) (412]:
I share with ifr. Holmes the regret that
the committee’s report was not unani-
mous. When I gave my promise to Mr.
Kingsmill to act on the committee if ap-
pointed, 1 did so with an open mind. My
- gole inlention was to do the right thing.
Some of ihis report I agree with. I do
not oprose the adoption of the report in
itz entively. T£ T did so T would be doing
Mr. Gale an injustice, becanse I agree
with the first three paragraphs. T agree
that Mr. Gale was a good servant—his
record leslifies to {hat—and a capable
man. Therefore, T cannot Jogieally oppose
the whole of the report. But I have not
allered the opinion which I formed on
- entering this Chamber as a greenhorn,
namely that select committees are of very
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little use. My summing up of the evi-
deace in this case is that it can only be
taken 0s ex parte statements, The only
witnesses examined were publie servants.
It is to be regretted that the Assembly
did not sec its way clear to meet fhe
wishes of this House by passing the
necessary resolution that Mr. Underwood
should be allowed io appear before the
committee,

IHon, W. Kingsmill: He was done
without.
Hon, J. CORNELL: But we eannot

get away from ihe fact that all the wit-
nesses examined were public servants.
I take most exception to the Lonrth
paragraph of ihe report. 1 have no de-
sire to weary members by reading it, but
the committee find that Mr. Gale has
been illewally retired. That is a very
drasti¢ finding for any comuittee of lay-
men to arrive at. The Execulive minute
which brought about Mr. Gale’s retire-
mment was based on Subsection 9 of See-
tion 6 of the Public Service Act. The
only witness who was likely to influence
me as a layman in arriving at an opinion
as to the legalily or otherwise of Mr.
Grale’s retirement was the Crown Soliei-
tor, and the Crown Solicilor, as the evi-
dence will reveal, held that the subsec-
tion under which Mr. Gale was reported
to have heen retired was not ihe subsee-
tion that would hold good, but he held,
and held emphatieally, that Mr. Gale
could be relired under that seetion. If
members will peruse the evidence they
will find where Mr. Sayer said that, “If
I were to look for a seclion under which
to refire Mr, Gale T would look at Sub-
secfion 2 of Seciion 9.7 T elaim that not
one line of this evidence will reveal that
Mr., Sayver said that Mr. Gale had been
illegally retired. I myself pressed him
and other members of the ecommitiee
pressed him, and it will he found in the
evidence that the only opinion Mr. Sayer
expressed was that the legality of the re-
tircment was arguable. He said Mr.
Gale had his remedy and that remedy was
a courl of law. In the Face of the Crown
Rolicitor's siatement a majority of the
eonvnittee =ay that Mr. Gale was illex-
ally retired. T have said that most of the
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evidence was er purte statements and I
am firmly of opinion that the finding in
paragraph 4 of ihe committee’s report is
only an er parle statement: it is not
borne out by the evidence. The commit-
tee was nol competent fo judge of the
legality or otherwise of Mr. Gale’s re-
tirement withont leeal advice, T would
never aitempt to do it and ithe only legal
man who was bronghl before the com-
miitee was the ("rown Solicitor, and le
never admiited that. T regret the commit-
tee should do as they have done. I will
nol say they were actuated by any wrong
motive, but it was injudicions on the
part of the majority of the members of
the commitiee te arrive at that decision.
I think it wouid have heen more politic
and better if the committee had reported
to 1he House that after hearing the only
man who should inflaence fhem in that
direriion, they could not get an answer
from him, and they were not compeient
to answer the question. In respect to the
fifth paragraph, T am not too much in
disagreement with the commitiee. The
committee used fhese words, that “The
evidence in the files diselose” ete., that
“this appointment appears to have been
made in a mosi irregnlar manner. The
prermanent head of the department was
not asked to furnish a report, as is pro-
vided with regard to sueh appointments,
under Section 44 of the Public Service
Acl. and indeed was not nolified of Mr.
Neville’s appointment until sueh had ae-
tnally heen made by the Exeentive Coun-
eil minute of 24th Marech ahove allnded
to” Mr. Jull was very exhaunstively ex-
anined and he held that, seeing that the
Government had adopted a poliey of
amalgamating twa offices it was not al-
ways eustomary to even notify the per-
manent head.

Hon. J. T. Holmes:
that he must.

Hon. J, CORNELL: Ay Jull is the
genileman charged with the administra-
fion of the Public Service Aet, and in
arrtving at a conclusion on this point,
Ar. North held one opinion and Mr. Jull
the other, and the majority of the mem-
bers of the committee gave their finding
in favour of Mr. North. They have not

The Act sets ont
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given their finding in favour of the gen-
tleman who administers the Public Ser-
viee Act. If 1 were asked who was the
more competent to judge whether the
action faken was irregular or not, I
shonld certainly take the opinion of the
person who is charged with the adminis-
{ration of lhe Act as against the head of
a department, especially if the lead of
that department was not a legal man.
Hon. J. J. Holmes: It was not what
they thought, but what the Act defines.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The committee
have put in a definile finding and (hey
find in favour of My, Gale. Bot we will
not fall out on this question. ! only
desire to point out that I think Mr. Jull
the more ecompetent person to judge, In
respect 1o paragraph 6 the commiltee
inter alia state—

The presideni and secrelary of the
Civil Serviee Association, who gave
evidence before your commiltee al the
request of such assceiation, hold the
opinion that the retirement of Mr. (ale
as now affected has had a disquicting
and deleterions effect on the morale of
the service, Thev are of opinion (hat
the Public Service Commissioner. hav-
ing at the ontset expressed himsclf as
strongly adverse to the retirement of
this officer. which opinion he skaies he
still holds, should not have allowed (hat
opinion to be overridden by the palicy.
or ag il ling heen termed hv the secre-
tary of the Civil Service Association
(Mr. Stevens). the “wish’ of the Gov-
ernmment.

T will use an oft-quoled plrase in this -
Chamber, that in most of the venemous
insects the sting i= pearly always fo he
found in the tail. It is inferred here by
Mr. Stevens, and has the eoncurrence of
the majoritv of the committee. ntherwise
it would not go in, that Mr, Jull should
not have been actnated in the steps which
he took by a wish from the Government.
Tf anvone will zo into the evidence and
look at it with an open mind he will find
that as the report savs at the outset.
Mr. Jull held the opinion that the office
should be filled by an expert. He holds
that opinion as a personal opinion to
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this day, but be holds this opinion, that
the poliey of the Government or any
-Guvernmeni should not be dictated by
the personal opinion of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner or the head of any
department, but it is the duty ot the
Public Bervice Comunissiouner to give
-effect to the policy of any Government
.as far ag lies in his power.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Legally.

Hen. J. CORNELL: I do not think
anyone will dispute that. Tt has been
«learly pointed out, il is clearly shewn in
the evidence, that My, Jull did not do this
on the wish of the (iovernment, The
policy was put farward to Me. Jull that
two offices be amalgomaied and that Mr.
Neville of the Immigration Depariment
be given the honorary position of Chief
Protector of Aborirines. Tt may he
claimed that that was an effort (o wet rid
-of Mr. Gale, but it is a question of policy
and T say that Mr. Jull acted in my
opinion within the four ecorners of the
Public Service Aet in giving effect to the
policy of the Government,

Hon. J, J. Holmes : What
policy?

Hon., J. CORNELIL: The poliex was
to amalgamate two departmenis which
hitherto had existed as separate depart-
ments. There was a motive. One maotive
was clearly pointed out and appeared to
be satisfactory to the committee, though
they dodge it later on. that the amal-
gamation would effeet economy in he fwo
departments. T do not think anvone will
dispute the faet hat the amalzamation
of two departments would effect econnmy.
Any amalgamation whieh wonld make
greater concentration of a department
must effeet eronomy in administration.
that is if it is wifhin the four corners of
the department. T do not sav it would
do so outside the aciual sphere in which
it works. On this paragraph. the finding
of the ecommittee is that they agree with
the president and secretary of the Civil
Service Association that the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner should be hound by
the four corners of the Act and nnt hy
the alleged policy of a Minister. T have
already pointed ont that the majority of

wag the
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the commitiee, on their own assuwption,
and no other, said that the Aat lad
broken down by Mr., (ale being retired
illegally. There is no need to stress the
point as 1o the Public Service ommis-
sjutier acling within the four corners of
the Aet, which the majority of the cum-
mittee say was broken, [ say that it
was not hroken, and thal the evidenee
does not show that it was. [ may say
that | agree with a good deal of pura-
graph 7. but do not agree with a little
thal it eoniains. There is nothing in the
paragraph, one may say, of a very con-
fentious nature, and nothing which one
could take offence at, and [ have very
little fanlt to fnd with it in a weneral
sense, with (he exceplion that it say= that
economy is much more apparent than
real, and is dependent to a far urealer
extent on the aholition of the Tmmiwera-
tion Department than on the retirement
of the Chief Protector of Aborigines. I
do not know on what basis of reasoning
they bave arrived at this finding. It is
admitted ilitat when this amalzamation
came about. ihe Tmmigration Deparr-
menf, to all intents and purposes sn far
as its business was eoncerned, wnfortu-
nately thronzh the war, might just as well
have rlosed its daors. 1lere, the ecoiamit-
tee set off the department a= against (he
individual. T have already said that these
two departmenis were amaleumated.
When they were amalgamalted the 1wo de-
partmental heads vemained. aml My
Neville retained his pozilien as Seererary
for Tmmigralion. tozether with the posi-
tion of Chief Protecior of Abhorigines in
an honorary capacity. T cannot see what
henefit it would have heen to have laft
the Abhorizines Department  with oy,
Gale as it was—for that, after all, was
the finding of the committee—and (o have
abolished the Tmmigraiion Department
altogether. and Aismissed Mr, Neville. Nn
exceplion has heen Inken in a senze hy
the committee in the amalgamalion of the
departments, Fxception only is taken (o
the fact (hat Mr. Gale was dismizsed in
the proeess of amalgamation. Mr. Neville
happened {0 be the man af the head of
the Tmmieration TNepartment. and  he,
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therefore, was chosen 1o rtake over the
other department in conjunction. Look-
ing abead, the Government decided that
it would be better to keep the Immigra-
tion Department and the machinery
going, and to amalgamate the two de-
partments. They did so, and a= tlere
was no need for two permanent heads,
(hey disimissed one of them. As regards
paragraph 9, if the committee set them-
selves ap deliberalely to put the bool in,
they could not have done it hetier lhan
they did in that paragraph.

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: What does
that mean?

Hon, J. CORNEILL: The hon. membher
has lhad Lhe boov put inlo him in days
gone by in that manner, and he has a
pretty zood idea of wlat is meant by the
expression. The paragraph says—

Your commiftee therefore eonsider
that the action in retiring Mr. Gale,
whieh they have heen appoinied to
inquire into, is an ill-considered and an
injudicious step, illegally ecarried into
offect, resulling in no saving of
sufficient magnitude to justify it, and
redounding neither to the eredit of the
State nor to the effictent administration
of the office in question.

The commitiee therefore had nothing left
to do. They did eveivthing that they
eould have done, but their aetions are
destroyved by the fact that they are based
on assumption and bunkam, and not on
evidence.

Hon. J. Duffeli: T question that.

Hon. J. CORNTELL: T de not question
it.  Mr. Duffell appaiently sets himself
uj» as being beiter qualified to give infor-
atign than the man who is paid by the
people of the State and who oceupies
the position of head of the Crown law
Department. T he ean do that T am
perfeeily satisfied to bow to his opinion.

Hon. J. Duffell: Tt is in the evidence.

Hon. J. CORNELL:
evidence,

Hon. J. Duffell: Tt is.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That may be the
hon, member’s assumption. On my as-

It is not in the

[COUNCIL.}

sumption, however, it is not in the evi--
dence,

The PRESIDENT: Mr. Duffell will.
have an opportunity of speaking after-
wards. )

Hon. J. CORNELL: The committee-
say that there was no saving of suffi-
cient magnitude to justify the action..
I ask the commitlee what evidence they
had before them to justify the asser-
tion that there will be no saving in the.
future administration of the Aborigines.
Department. We had a lengthy state-
ment from Mr. (Gale covering almost
the whole of his service. We had it il-
Instrated to the committee that certain
economies had been made. Many of-
these economies were patent.to the
whole of the committee, tor the simple -
reason that they were past history. As.
regards the future of the Aborigines
Department, and those who come under
it, 1 say that {here was nao evidence placed
before the ecommiiltee to guide them.
After all, the only evidence that eould
guide them s (he test of practical
experience. My opinion on this point
is that the wajority of the commit-
tee have developed from assumers to
prophets. I am glad to know that pro-
phets have arvisen. I have no doubt in
my mind that, as one or two years go
by. as many bave gone before, each pro-
phet will hecome a false one, and wilk
remain in the same ecategory as the Mes--
siah who has to arise. The gem of the
evening, if I may call it so, has yet
to come. They have not only developed
from the role of assumers and prophets,
but they have now got right up to the -
position of commanders. ‘‘Your com-
mittee therefore are of the opinion that
Mr. Gale should be requested ‘to resume -
his duties.’”’ Were the committee ap-
pointed to do that? I was under the -
impression that the committee were ap-
pointed to inquire inte the eircumstanee -
surrounding the retirement of Mr, Gale.
Not only did this committee inquire in-
te the c¢irenmstances, assume on them, .
andl prophesy on them, but ihey have
come forward with a recommendatiom
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that this gentleman should be asked to
resume his duties.

Hon. Sir E. H, Wittenoom ;
else was it put there for{

Hon. J. CORNELL: It is all right
of course if the House decides to take
this action when it has adopted the
report, but it is ridieulous to pin such a
recommendation to the tail of apy re-
port. If any report, substantiated by
evidence that Mr. Gale has been harshly
dealt with, ia presented before any de-
cent body of individuals—and I think
the present CGovernment are a decent
body of individuals—they will act fairly
without  this  recommendalion heing
pinned to it. T very much regret that I
cannot cee eve to eye with my brother
members of the commiltee. Before T sit
down there is one feature of this report,
and the circamstances surrounding the in-
vestigations of the committee, with which
T wish {o deal, IF the government of this
State or any ofher State is to be efficiently
carrvied out, and sny of the servants of
the State do not render such services to

‘What

the Government as lhey should do,
then it seems that we have to ap-
point a select commitlee to inguire

into the circamstances surrounding the
dismissal of the particular officer ¢on-
cerned. This sort of thing dees not go
on in any institution or anmy business
carried on by privaie individuals. The
committee have stated that the action
in retiring Mr, Gale has had a serious
effect on the morale of the eivil service.
If there is anything calculated to have
a bad effeet upon the morale of the civil
service it is that members of Parliament
should interfere with the heads of de-
partments or c¢ivil servants who are
justly dismissed. T have yet to learn
that any Government, whether they he
Labour or Liberal—at all events it bas
never come within my experience—were
not as well constituted so far as fairness
and hroad-mindedness are concerned as
any other body of individuals, or, tak-
ing individual Ministers with individunal
business men outside the Government,
that every Minister would not stand for
justice and broad-mindedness just as
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mueh as an ountside individual. There
is a feeling abroad which has heen in
exisience ever sinee I came to this
House that no civil servant can be re-
tired unless ulterior motives are at the
back of his retirement. 8o long as we
are prepared to allow that state of af-
fairs to continue, so long shall we have
dissatisfaction and diseontented eivil
servants. There is just one more word
I wounld like to say. The committee,
richt through the report, have held the
opinion that something irregular has
been done, that the Aet had been broken.
I put this question to Mr. Jull—I mizhi
state that I did not put many questions
to him because I did not have much op-
portunity—T  asked him  pointedly
whether he was of opinion, after his
long term of administration of the Pub-
lic Serviee Aect, that any of its provi-
sions relative to the retirement of eivil
servants required to be amended. The
answer he gave was that after 11 years
experience he did not think they did.
We have the administration of this Act
in the hands of Mr. Juil. It is said that
Mr. Jull is a man of putty. It is said
that the Aect has been broken not only
on this, but on another occasion. If the
Act has been broken it has not been ef-
ficiently administered, and it is the duty
of the legislature to rectify that fanlt.
But we have the opinion of the Commis-
sioner that the Act does not need amend-
ing. Of course, if an hon, member con-
siders that it does, he has the power to
submit a Bill to amend the provisions of
the Aet and I advise that that should
he done, and in that way we shall get
the general opinion of members of Par-
liament in the discussion which will
follow in both Houses, and a good deal
of friction will he avoided in the fu-
ture. There are several paragraphs in
the report which I do not agree with,
and which T think are a blot on the re-
port and which should not be there.
Consequently, I move an amendment—

That the paragraphs 4, 9, and 10 be
struch out.

On motion by the Colonial Seeretary,
debate adjourned.
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BlLL—VERMlN BOARDS ACT in reply on the second reading I threw
AMENDMENT. out the suggestion that an effort might

In Committee.
Resunmed from the previcus day; Hen.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Validation of the constifu-
tion of certain districts, the election of
boards, ete.:

Hon, J. J. HOLMES:
amendment—

That the following be added as a
proviso to the clause:—“Provided that
o proceedings shall be taken for the
recovery of rates hergtofore struck if,
and so long as, the amount thereof iz
paid by equal annual instelments ex-
lending over ten years from the com-
mencement of this Act; the first of
such instalments to he payable at the
erpiration of ane month from the com-
mencement of this e, and every sub-
sequent instalment to hecome payable
af the exvpiration of each suecceeding
period of fwelve calendar months.”

It has been made clear that of the 36
ralepayers responsible for the payment
of these raies, 11 who were in the posi-
tion to pay have paid and 25 who were
not in ihe position to pay did not pay.
The (iovernment have power to come
down on the 25 unfortunafe individuals
straight away. If that had heen done
these individuais would have heen driven
off their haldings and the Government
wonld net have zot the arrears in rates
nor wonld these people have heen there
to pav interesi and sinking fund in due
conrse. These people have come through
a very severe drought, They owe £8,400
and thev have fo pay a vermin lax equal
to their erown rentals. The proposal is
thai thew shall pay between them £840 a
vear and hon. members will realise that
in doing this the House is asking them to
pay all they possibly ean nonder the cir-
cumstanees.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have much pleasore in accepting the
amendment, and T desire to state also
that T intend to accept the new clanse
which Sir Edward Wittenoom proposes
to move at a later stage. Tn my speerh

I move an

he wade to come to some amicable ar-
rangement and I was glad later to ascer-
tain that Mr, Holmes had presented a
scheme by which the Government will
get back the whole of the money on the
basis of 1s. per 100 acres. I stated in
the course of my speech in reply that I
was inclined to think that the Gaseoyne
pasioralists were anxious to repudiaie
this obligation. I wish fo amend that
statement now and fo say that the action
of Mr. Holmed and the other Parliament-
ary represeniatives of the North-West
shows conclusively to the Government
that there was no desire at all to repudi-
ate responsibility, bni that there was an
anxiely lo diseharge a debt and that the
arrangement which has now been made
will he snitable to (he Government,

lion. J. J. HOLMES: 1 thank the
('vlunial Secretary for having withdrawn
the statements he made in regard to the
Gascoyne settlers. 1 was perfectly satis-
fiedd that the position only wanted to he
explained to be appreciated. The im-
position of the tax of 2s. proposed by
the Government would have meant that
these people wonld have had to pay
£120,600 more than they really should
bave paid. The 1s. rate will enable these
people to meet their obligations.  The
Government should not have asked for
more and T do noi think (hey would have
done so if they had understood the posi-
tion, The Government understand the
position now and they have withdrawn
their wicked statements against those
Nor-West people. T am certain that the
settlers will appreciate the action of the
Government and will pay up the amounts
which they have alwavs understood thev
would have to pay.

Amendment passed,
amended agreed to.

Clause 3—agreed to.

New clause:

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I
move— |

That the fallmving be added to stand
ns Clause 4:—“Sections 47 and 49 of
the principal Act are hereby amended

the clause as
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by striking out in the suid sections the

words ‘two shillings' and by inserting

in liew thereof the words ‘one

shitling.

New clause passed.

Schedule

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
promised to obtain some information for
Mr. Cullen. Seven boards are in exisi-
ence—Shark Bay. Gascoyne, Upper Gas-
covne, Black Range, Roebowrne-Table-
land, Williamns, and Yalgoo, Only one
board, Gascoyne, has built a fence and
carried out the fall intentions of the Adt.
Upper Gascoyne has struck a small rate
and is paying bonuses for the destrne-
tion of dingoes. eagle-hawks, and similar
pests.  Roebonrne-Tableland at one time
struck a rale, but it is understood, is not
now striking a rate. It must be under-
stood that once a hoard is formed, it has
to work out its own salvation; the de-
partment does not keep in elose touch.

Sehedule passed.

Title—agreed lo.

[The President resumed the (hair]

Bill reported willi amendments,

BILA—HEALTH ACT AMEXNDMENT.
In Commitlee,

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
W, Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Posponed proposed new Seciion 242i
—Compulsory  examination and ireat-
ment :

The COLONITAT, SECRETARY: I
desire to have this proposed new section
struck out.

The CHAIRMAX: The proposed new
seclion has already heen amended and
the hon. member will have to vole against
it on recommittal. The other proposed
amendments on the Notice Paper can he
dealt with.

Heon, AL J. T SAW: T move an amend-
ment—

That after “rencreal disease” in line

2 of the proposed new Subsection 2,

the following words be inserted—"In

an infections stage and is, in the opin-
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ion of the Commissioner, lkely, unless
defuined, to infect other persons.”

The Kill, as received trom anvther place,
gives the Commissioner power to detain
any person suifering from venereal dis-
ease. Sueh persen might quile innocently
have contracled the disease, 1t might be
the wite of a man who had inflicted it on
her; it might be a man who bad inbo-
cently contracted the disease, or sumeenc
who had contracted it in some other way
than by sexual interconrse, hut ihe Cow-
missioner has power, onee a person is
suifering frum venerveal dizease, ta order
his detention, and that  detention mighi
last for years, This would deteat one ol
ihe ohjecls of the Bill which is to ensure
that people affecied shall seek medical ar-
tenlion. [t such a person knew the Com-
tissioner had a right to confine him to a
hospital merely becauze lie was suffering
from the disease, he would be very shy
of going o a hospital or a doctor for at-
lention. The wide powers proposed to he
conferred on the Commissioner are en-
lirely unneeessary and should be restricted
te people who have this disease in an in-
fectious stage and are likely to convey it
1o others. My amendment will necessitate
the Commissioner making up his mind
whether a particular person is likely to
convey the disease (o anvene else. 1t
might be said there is a possibility of a
per=on conveying this disease in sume of
the extravrdinary ways the public imagine
it is somelimes conveved, | think the
Coamnissioner would not  eonsider  that
aspect, because the diseasc is eontracted
only on verv rare oceasions in other than
one way, and an Aet of Parlinmeni is not
needed to deal with ihe danger of infee-
tion arising from any other than the n=ual
way. T propose that the Commissioner
shall have power to detain enly people
likely fo infect others. and he must he
guided by the information he receives
as to whether the sufferer is likely to ne-
glect ali precautions and spread the dis-
ease wholesale among the community. He
might be a reckless man, or one addicted
io drink. or one reasonably suspected of
actually eonveying this disease to others:
or, it might be a woman so cirenmstaneed
that it appears probable she would con-
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tinne her career and inflict this disease
on her unfortunate clients. This amend-
ment is vita] to the suceessful working of
the measure, This and the subsequent
amendmenis have been carefully con-
sidered by the medical section in Perth
and have received the unanimous approval
of about {wenty members of the British
Medical Association, as well as the ap-
proval of the editor of the Austrglian
Medical Journal. The following is an ex-
tract from an editorial published by the
Australian Medical Jowrnal of the 9th
QOctober, 1915—

Dr. Saw has indicated some of the
amendments which will be needed to
make the Health Ac¢t Amendment Bill
a really usefnl one. . . This Bill re-
quires sand-papering. When the rough
edges are smoothed, and the awkward
angles are rounded off, a very useful
piece of experimental legislation will
emerge.

I do not know the editor of the paper,
who is a recent arrival from England;
and he does not know me. The extraet I
have quoted expresses the opinion of 95
per cent. of medical praetitioners, We
believe that the Bill is well intentioned,
but we believe that it requires amendment
in certain directions. The present amend-
ment J believe to he vital for the proper
working of ihe measure and for safe-
guarding the health of the community.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
would like Dr. Saw te explain whether
there is any stage ot which the disease be-
eomes non-infectious.

Hon, A, J. H. SAW: Certainly there is
such a stage. The prevalent opinion of
medical men is that after a period of
about five years the disease ceases to be
infections, The disease may last for any
period up to 20 or even 40 years, but in
its later stagzes it is not infectious,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T move an amend-
ment—

That in Subelause 3 after the words
“infeclious condition” line 3, there be
inserled “and that further detention is
necessury in the interests of the public
and so reports to the Governor”

[COUNCIL.]

This is really a continuation of the pre-
vious amendment. It gives the Commis-
sioner power to detain a person for a
longer period than two weeks, subject to
the approval of the Governor.

Amendment passed.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: I move a further
amendment—

That in Subclause 4 the words “When
any person is subject to detention under
this section any judge or resident or
police magisirate may by order under
kis kand direct any two medical prac-
titioners” be struck out, and the fol-
lowing inserted in liew:—“TWhen any
person is subject to delention wunder
this section he may from lime to time
apply in writing to a judge of the
Supreme Court or a resident or police
magistrate in the district in which he
is detained to be examined by lwo
medical practitioners, and thereupon
such judge or magistrate shall by order
direct any two or more medical prac-
titioners.”

The ohjeet of this amendment is to make
it clearly understood that the person de-
tained has the right to appeal, and that
he is not to be detained unless he is shown
to be a menace to the community. In
the absence of this amendment a person
affected with the complaint, but not a
menace fo the community in as much as
he will not wilfully inflict the disease
on other people, still eannot be released
by an order of a judge or magistrate, so
longe as he is suffering from the disease.
If as the resnlf of examination by twe
medical practitioners a person is shown
to be cored, then of course the judge or
the magistrate will order his release; but
this amendment provides that the Com-
misgioner must produce evidence to the
satisfaction of the judge or magistrate
ihat the person is likely to infect others.
Tn my opinion, the Commissioner should
noi have the power to decide whether a
person is likely to infect others unless
the evidence on which he, the Commis-
sioner, acts is sufficient to persuade a
judge or magistrate that the person is
n menace to the eommunity.
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Hon, J. Corneli: Who decides in ihe
<ase of small-pox?

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Tkhe Commis-
sioner of Public Health; but there is
no analogy between small-pox and the
elass of disease we are dealing with now.
If it were not fhat venereal disease is
conveyed in one particular way, the dis-
ease would be wiped out in a few years;
the other sources of infeetion being rare
and slight.

The GOLONTAL SECRETARY: The
intention of this amendment is good, but
T am very much afraid that if it gets
into the Bill the measure will break down
by the very weight of this amendment.
Take the case of the persons in the Fre-
mantle prison—they petition for release
to the utmiost extent that the regulations
allow. In the same way, numbers of in-
mates of the Claremont Hospital for the
Insane petition me twice a week for re-
Jease. There are even cases where resi-
dents of the Old Men’s Home petition
te zet out. Almost every person detained
in an ipstitution wants to leave it.
Under this amendment the unfortunate
people affected wonld apply for release
regularly every six months, and then the
judge or magistrale has no alternative
but to direel two or more medical prac-
titioners to make an examinafion. The
resultant cost to the State would be very
heavy.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I do not think
there is much in the argument of the
‘Colonial Seeretarv. Tf a man is to be

detained for a furlher period of six’

months, it is not too much to ask that
the country shonld hear the small expense
of an examination by two medieal prae-
titioners. As a matter of fact, only two
are necessary. - This question as to
whether he is a menace to the eommunity
would alveady have heen decided on the
first application. Another point to be
considered: We hope that, with modern
meihods of treatment, the majority of
those people may he allowed to go oul,
certainly after the exprration of six
months. and that even witheut the ad-
ministration of modern methods, even
tnder  ordinary efficient freatmenk a
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peviod of a year or at any rate two years
will render a patient perfectly safe
to be allowed to go amongst the com-
munity.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Commiitee
are giving more attention Lo releasing a
man than to getting him inte ¢confinement.
I am afraid the amendment will over-
load the proposed new section. The
Commissioner has power to say that a
smallpox convalescent shall be released,
but here it is previded that before the
Commissioner can detain a patient any
longer, there must be a further examina-
tion. The Commissioner can let go any
individual, but he eannof keep him with-
oul special examinaiions. 1 agree with
Sir Edward Witienoom thai we will have
te trust a good deal to the Commissioner,
and 1 lLiope Dr. Saw will not press his
amendment, for I am afraid that by
overlonding the section he will kill it,
I think the instances of persons being
wrongiy detained will be very few in-
deed. .

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: I regard my
amendinent as absolutely light. T not
only cannol agree to withdraw it, but I
will divide the Commiltee on it,

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. -
Noes =~ .. . P
Majority for .. .. 13
AYES.
Hon. J. F. Alien . Hon. R. J. Lyna
Hon. H. Carsan Hon. R. D. McKenzle
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon. W. Patrick
Hon. F. Connor Ifon. A. Sanderson

Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon, G. M. Fewell

Hon. J. Duffel}
Hon. 8Ir ). W. Hackett

Hon, V. Hamersiey IHon. 8ir E. 4. Wittenoom
Hon. T. J. Holmes |ilon. C. F. Baxter
Hop. A. G. Jenkios (Teller.)

NoEs.
Hon. H. Mlillinglon
Hon. R. G. Ardagh
{Teller).

tlon. J. Cornell
Hon. J. M. Drew

Amendment thus passed.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1T
move an amendment—

That after “order” in line 4 the

words “(one of whom shell be nomin-
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tled by the patient or some person on

his behalf)” be inserted,

Amendment passed.

Hon, A. J. H.
amendmenl—

That all words after “examination”
in line & be struck out and the follow-
firg  inserfed in liew:—“If it appears
frem such report that oll the medical
prociiiioners  are  unanimously  of
opinion that the person is cured or is
free from cenereal diseuse, or if such
report discloses thal the person is suf-
fering from renerenl diseuse in an in-
fections slaye, but the (ommissioner
fuils to satisfy the judge or magistrate
that the person would be lilely to infect
vthers unless detuined, then the judge
o wmiagistrate shall order the release
of sl person, who shall be lberatad
from detention wceordingly; provided
that wo applicative shall be made by «
persan so detabued within sic calendar
months of a prior application having
been marle by such persom.’”

SAW: I move an

I think 1 have already sufficiently
elucidated my  ohjeel in moving this
amendment.

Amendment rassed.

Hon. A0 1 SAW : | move an amend-
men(—

That the following be inserted to
sted as Subsection 5—1When any per-
son ix subject to eramination nnder suh-
section {1} or to delention under sub-
section (2) or sabsection (3) he shall
he entitled ax of right 1o inspect any
writien stulement made to the Commis-
wioner under subgeclion (1) and to
hare « verified copy of every such
statement.”’

My object 1= to protert a person informed
againgt from any malicious or wronglal
information, It is in order to give the
person the right of action thai T move
in this direction. It iz neeessary that this
should be inserted if Mr. Connor's
amendmeni & to be iseried. The ae-
cused person should he able to el the in-
formation if he is to Inke aciion.

Huon, J. J. HOLMES: Where a per-
son is fonnd to be infected with this dis-
ease he has no right to demand where the
information eame From. hul if he i= fonnd

(COUNCIL.)

nut to be intected then he bas a right
to have all the information.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: I do unol believe
in these subterfnges enabling people to
go about giving information for which
they are not prepared to make themselves
responsible.

Hon, A, (. JENKINS: It a man is
found to be not suffering he shonld be
eutitled as o malter of right to a copy
of the siatement in the possession of the
Commissioner, but if be is found to be
suffering then le is entitled fo all the in-
formation the Commissioner has. The
idea is to prevent blackmail.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: The Bill does not
give a medieal man altending a patient
the right to notify the name of the pa-
tient, but he notifies in the fivst instance
that a case bas arisen, and the name is
kept secret,  The object of giving these
powers to thie Commissioner is to enable
him (o get hold of the person who is
inflicliing fhis disease on others. The
mere fact thal a man bas this complaint
should not be, and is not, a reason for
the Commissioner to take aelion. If a
persont iz inflieting the disease on other
people the Commissioner takes action.
Why should any anonymeus informer be
allowed {o give a person’s name to the
Comnmissioner and shield himself on the
groumd that the person is suffering from
the disease. Unless a person is a menace
to the community and knowing he has
the disease conveys it to other people
there is no reason for the Commissioner
to take action.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: How is the
Commissioner to discriminate  hefween
the person who is likely to spread the
disease and the person who is not? When
a person is infected he is not entitled to
know wheve the information comes from,

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY: If
any amendment is to be made it should
be on the lines indieated by My, Holmes.
T cannot possibly see what ohject can be
served by allowing access to the papers.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: T am in
accord with the amendment moved by
Dr. Saw., Tt is essential to prevent a
grave ahnze that may otherwise arise.
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Hon, A, (+. JENKINS: In lien of the
words proposed to be inserted by Di.
S8aw | suggest the following subclause:—

Wheu any persons subject to ex-
amination or defention under this sec-
tion are found not to be suffering from
venereal disease in an infective condi-
tion they shall be entitled, ss of right,
fo mspect any wrilten statement made

to the Commissioner and fo have a

\’erlﬁed copy of every such statement.

The CHAFRMAN: T think the hon.
member had beltter pui that amendment
on the Notice Paper as an alternative
to Dr. Saw’s amendment.

Hon, A. v, JENKINS:
will do that.

Very well, T

[The President resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported,

MTouse adjonrned ot G.f p.m.

Legislative EHssembly,

Thursday. 2ist Octaber, 1915,

I"AGE.
Papers presented 1865
Questions : Yandanonks ]:.stnle Purllamentan

visit,. . 1885

Agriculturs) Bank vperations .- 1865
Joint Belect Committee, Money bills pronedure .. 1865
Leave of Absence . 1808
Bills: General Loan and Inscribed Stock Act

Amendment, 2g., Com., 3R. .. 1848

Iand Act -\mendment Com. 1867

Industries  Asyistance Act Amendment

Council’s amendments 1880
Annumal Estimates, Votes and liems discnesed .. 1883

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
p-m.. and read pravers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister For Lands: 1. Papers
relating to Tands Reclassification Board

1865

{ordered on motion by Mr. E. B. Joln-
ston). 2, Retwn of Agricultural Bank
operations (ordered on motion by Mr.
Harrison). 3, Lands Department, report
for year ended 30th June, 1915.

By the Premier: {‘ommissioner of Tax-
ation, Seventh Annual Report.

By the Minister for Works: Municipal
Corporations Act, 1906, by-laws to regn-
late motor and other traffie.

QUESTION — YANDANOOKA ES-
TATE, PARLIAMENTARY VISTT,
Mr. MALE asked the Minister for Ag-

rieulture: 1, What was fhe cost of tak-

ing the Parliamentary party te Yanda-
nooka last week? 2, Was a special train
provided? Tf so, was it supplied by the

Government railways, or did the Mid-

tand Railway Co. supply it. and. if so,
at what cost? .
The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-

TURE replied: 1, The total cost of the
Parliamentary visit to the Yandanooka
farm, ineluding the special train, was
£74 10s. 2, A special frain wns provided,
for which we contributed €25 to the Mid-
land Railway Company.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL
BANK OPERATIONS.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (for Mr. Har-
rison) asked the Mimister for Agricul-
ture: When will the return relating to
Agriculinral Bank operations, for which
a motion was passed by the House on the
15th September, be laid upon the Table
of the House?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE, in reply, presented the return in
question.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

On motion by Mr. MecDOWALL the
time for bringing up the report of the
joint zelect committee on money bills
procedure was extended for a week.



